15
tested
11
10

failed

The 70 proud traffic officials from Langlaagte, together with the Brake & Tyre
Watch training team….. now more prepared to deal with unroadworthy trucks.
We were all hoping things
would be different on
our last Brake & Tyre
Watch exercise for
2015 where we went to
Langlaagte test centre
in Johannesburg to train
some 70 trafﬁc ofﬁcials on
‘things trucking’. Maybe,
just maybe, we would get
a better result in terms
of the number of trucks
passing the roadworthy
tests. Alas, our hope was
in vain. Out of the 15
trucks tested, 11 failed.
Once again, a dismal and
disgraceful showing by the
trucking industry writes
Patrick O’Leary.

Gail Bester of Sanral, always

staunch supporters of the Brake &
Tyre Watch project.

Thamsanqua Hlatshwayo of
MiX Telematics proved to be an
enthusiastic trainer.
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With thanks to
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hile one
continues to
be disillusioned
about the
commitment
of many truck
operators
towards their duties – in terms
of Section 49 of the Road Trafﬁc
Act – to ensure their trucks are
at all times roadworthy and ﬁt for
use, the up side is that another 70
cops were trained in spotting signs
of unroadworthiness on trucks
that will lead to such trucks being
taken off the roads. That is one of
the main objectives of Brake & Tyre
Watch – to empower cops with
the necessary knowledge to enable
them to do their jobs better out on
the road.
In this, FleetWatch and its
partners (gratefully highlighted
in the block on the right) are
succeeding. Proof of this comes via
feedback received in a letter from
Captain Samuel Singh following our
previous exercise in KwaZulu Natal.
He wrote: “The training attended
by our members was a success.
We at South Region, Chatsworth,
have already started putting
the knowledge and experience
into practice and it is making a
difference to the safety of our
roads. On average, my members
are prosecuting/suspending eight
truck tractor/trailers daily.”

VALUED
PARTNERS

A traffic official who is now

confident enough to be able to point
out various faults found on a trailer.
That is great news. What is not
great news is that an average of
eight trucks per day are being taken
off the road by these cops. That is
a terrible indictment against road
transport operators. Judging from
the Langlaagte results, we can expect
to see the same in the Gauteng area
– should the cops go out and put
into action the training received. And
I’m sure they will.
After issuing a Discontinuation of
Service Notice to the driver of one
of the trucks, the cop enthusiastically
turned to the test centre manager
and said: “You must get ready. I’m
going to bring in many trucks for
testing now that I know what to look
for.” Strength to you my friend in
making our roads safer. 

HCV
caring for trucks + truckers

Langlaagte traffic officials preparing
to divide into teams for the practical
day training.

WORKSHOP
ELECTRONICS
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Training
Manie Roux of Jost (centre)

congratulating double winners.

Day

Presentations by the various
partners during the theory
day kept the attention of
the cops as they absorbed
knowledge that they can
implement on the roads
when inspecting trucks.

Brent Colborne of Standard
Bank – his first time on the
event – congratulates a towering
official!

Basil Jonsson of SARF …
rewarded with a big smile.

Mr Charles (CT) van der
Heever with Langlaagte traffic
officials – en-route to training
venue.

Kathy Bell, Standard Bank – rewards
a pleased official for her efforts.

Kugendren Gounden of Wabco
gets help from FleetWatch team
member Benjamin Pogiso Sibanda
inspecting a brake booster.
Cynthia Bulekiwe of 3M with
another attentive traffic official.
Reflective tape on trucks is important
to visibility.
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Mr Charles (CT) van der Heever
get up close to the workings of a
brake booster.
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Tyre

Faults

Surprisingly, the tyres on the
trucks inspected at Langlaagte,
contrary to many of our past
exercises, were in pretty good
condition, apart from the one
shown below on the right where
the sidewall damage was so
bad that it rendered this tyre
downright dangerous. What
frustrates the heck out of us is
that tyre faults are so easy to spot
yet many operators leave the faults
as they are and let their drivers
continue along their way – putting
not only the driver’s life but the
lives of other road uses at risk.
Perhaps the video highlighted
here will change the minds of
these miscreant truck operators.
This is what happens when a
truck experiences a tyre blow
out. Any tyre with a sidewall cut
must be removed. It is illegal and
dangerous. 

WATCH
THE VIDEO

Tread Rubber Chipping

This is very unusual and the
bumps indicate five retreads made to
a Goodyear casing. Look after your
casing and you will save money – as
this proves.
Slight shoulder edge wear and
mismatching tread patterns. Not illegal
but costs money.


Tyre blow-out

Stephen Norris Bridgestone’s ‘Tread

man‘ – an expert on all things tyre! This
official listened well and took home a
prize.
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Sidewall damaged
exposing body ply cords.
This is illegal, the tyre
should be removed – a
blow-out waiting to happen.
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Brake Lining is worn beyond the legal limit (metal on

metal). “C” Clip is missing on the anchor pin and the brake
shoe is protruding ±20 mm out of the brake drum. The
lining/drum clearance is excessive.

The “S” Cam carrier plate is broken off. The “S” Cam is
loose into the drum. The booster pushrod is disconnected
from the slack adjuster. ABS cables and airbrake hoses are
loose and chaffing on the moving parts.

Inexcusable

negligence
The brake lining is worn beyond

the rivits. The brake shoe is rubbing
on the brake drum – metal on metal.

As these photographs
- with comments from
George Hartman of
BPW - show, some of the
faults that were found are
inexcusable in terms of
their severity. This is pure
maintenance negligence.
Shocking stuff!

Axle beam seat is broken

A worn strap not fit for any use
on any truck.

Airbag pedestal is broken.

The S'Sergeant Major' George
Hartmnn expert on all things
including mobile braai stoves.

Spring bracket broken
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Shock absorber hanging loose.
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He was reminded that with HCV and his low excess
structured policy he wouldn’t need to raise cash at claim
time so his savings remain safe under the mattress.
With HCV, we apply low excesses across our covers. So when it comes
to claims time, there won’t be any unpleasant surprises or the need to
use your hidden savings.
Contact your broker for further information or call
08610-CARES | 0860 TOW HCV (869 428)
WWW.HCV.CO.ZA
Heavy Commercial Vehicle Underwriting Managers (Pty) Ltd (HCV) underwritten by RMB Structured Insurance Ltd
Registration Number 1952/000436/06 VAT Number 4100149816 FSP Licence Number 1027 HCV is an authorised
financial services provider FSP Licence Number 9853 Registration Number 1995/010667/07 VAT Number 4950187627

Faults
anyone
can see

What a waste of money – expensive ABS system not connected.

What often amazes us is
that many of the faults
found are so obvious even
a totally non-qualified
person can see them.
Take a look at the rust on
the brake drum. You don't
need to be a qualified
mechanic to realise this
indicates that the lining
has not been in touch with
the drum for ages. Pure
logic tells you that this
means there is no braking
here. Look at the other
faults here. Pathetic!!!

On this trailer both twist-locks on
One brake shoe missing – the

Rust on the braking surface is a

Because the welding of the clamp
plate is broken, the axle is now shifting
forward and backward. Look at the
amount of washers used (by the way
they were loose as well). And wheel
nuts were used instead of lock-nuts.

Load straps should not be tied like
this. It’s no wonder loads fall off trucks
every day.

other one undersize and braking on
rivets. No brake can work like that!
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sure sign that the lining hasn't been in
contact with the drum braking surface.

the front did not work properly and
the 12m container was only locked
in position at the rear. Steel on steel
slides very easily...
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The yard gets busy as trucks are brought in for
inspection.

A total ‘gemors’ – load sensing valve disconnected;
ABS cables hanging loose; anything else you can spot?

This load of steel was tied down with worn, chaffed strapping
that would not be able to hold the load if a sudden turn had to
be done. This is a killer load.

Camaraderie is the order of the
day ... well done to all!
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FleetWatch’s Eva Mphapogang (left) with Nomusa Madi
from Mercedes-Benz getting in on the action.
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Freightliner Argosy with teardrop
interlink ... showing cops how a
good truck should look
Freightliner, our manufacturer partner for this
exercise, brought along this magnificent rig – an
Argosy hauling a teardrop interlink used for
driver training - to enable our expert trainers
to show the cops what a roadworthy rig and its
components should look like. The safety message
on the back of the rig on the right is very pertinent
to the exercise. Let all truck operators take note:
‘Safety is your responsibility”.

Dirk Meyer, brand manager, Freightliner,
Mercedes-Benz South Africa, spent the day
with our teams seeing how we do things. Here
he is seen with Kendal Harrison, Brake & Tyre
Watch project co-ordinator.
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