Brake & Tyre Watch Trainer, Craig Proctor-Parker, an accident specialist, takes
traffic officials through the inspection check list.

Collective
efforts are

key to improving

road safety
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ccording to the Road Trafﬁc
Management Corporation,
tyres and brakes are the
leading vehicle factors in fatal
road crashes in South Africa,
each contributing 63.57% and 9.29%
to these accidents respectively. Added
to this, 80% of all heavy vehicle
crashes in South Africa during the
ﬁrst quarter, were caused by human
error. Looking at the statistics, it is
safe to say that more needs to be
done by South Africans at large to
support government’s commitment in
reducing the number of fatalities on
our roads.
In an effort to create safer
roads for South Africans, Imperial
Road Safety has collaborated
with FleetWatch Magazine’s highly
successful Brake and Tyre Watch
programme, to bring home the
message of road safety in the road
freight and logistics industry - one
of the major contributors to road
fatalities in South Africa.
The programme – launched
by FleetWatch magazine in 2006
- has used education awareness
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VALUED
PARTNERS

Trainer Manie Roux of Jost with his team of traffic officials. The trainees are

divided into groups led by team leaders. Competition is fierce to bring in and check
vehicles using their new-found knowledge.

programmes as a means to shift
road safety behaviour amongst
South Africans by empowering
trafﬁc ofﬁcials with specialised
knowledge, thus enabling them to
perform better in their profession
and intervene more frequently in
taking non-roadworthy vehicles off
the roads.
Niki Cronje, Group Marketing
at Imperial and lead for Imperial
Road Safety explains: “As a leader
in mobility, we made the decision to
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The Brake & Tyre Watch training
empowers traffic officials so they can
do their duties with more confidence
and knowledge. The above group was
trained recently in Durban, KwaZuluNatal.
partner with FleetWatch Magazine’s
Brake and Tyre Watch, as we saw the
positive difference this initiative has
made in truck and ﬂeet road safety
promotion in South Africa over the
years – a vision we, at Imperial Road
Safety also share.” 28
27

27 Since the collaboration
between Imperial and FleetWatch
in Potchefstroom, Ermelo, and
more recently Durban, 39 of the
55 commercial vehicles that were
pulled over and inspected for unroadworthy brakes, tyres, lighting,
reﬂections etc. failed and were
impounded. That is 71% of vehicles
being deemed un-roadworthy and
certainly a very scary statistic.
Durban alone recorded the most
alarming statistics to date with 12
of the 16 vehicles inspected being
impounded – indicative of the
dire need for more to be done by
transport operators to make vehicle
servicing and safety a priority, in
order to avoid unnecessary crashes
and road deaths – that not only
impact the ﬂeet and logistics sector
but also innocent road users.

Accident re-construction expert, Craig Proctor-Parker imparts some of his
vast experience to a group of traffic officials in the pit. Seeing the faults first hand
is all part of the training.
Training Day –
the first day is spent
learning about how to
identify faults on trucks.
Presentations are given
by the various partners.

Traffic officers are awarded a 'Best
Listener' prize after each talk. Basil
Jonsson of SARF hands over a gift to a
pleased officer.
“With Durban at the heart of the
road freight industry in South Africa,
given the number of freight trucks
that use the Durban roads on a daily
basis, the statistics from the recent
Brake & Tyre Watch are worrying. As
an organisation, these statistics have
reinforced our objective to continue
educating industry and individuals
to make road safety a priority - this
can only be achieved by working
in conjunction with one another,
particularly during the Decade of
Action for Road Safety,” continues
Cronje.
Patrick O’ Leary, editor of FleetWatch
Magazine and founder of Brake and
Tyre Watch, agrees: “Headlines about
lives lost as a result of a truck’s failed
28

brakes are a regular occurrence in
South Africa and something that
certainly shouldn’t be taken lightly.
With the Brake & Tyre Watch initiative
we aim to put proactive measures
in place, to avoid accidents such
as these by educating ofﬁcials that
advocate safer roads and by taking
action against those that don’t abide
- to not only protect road users
but the drivers behind these deadly
vehicles. Not only this, but we also
encourage corporate South Africa
– that contribute heavily to the ﬂeet
and logistics sector - to take action,
get involved and be part of the change
that South Africa so desperately
needs when it comes to road safety in
this regard.” 30

Keeping the trainees on their
toes with a prize! Here is Katlego
Mofokeng of Bridgestone doing the
honours.
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“Can you help my logistics company
gain a competitive edge?”
“Consider it done.”

If you’re in it for the long haul in the competitive world of logistics
and fleet management, staying ahead of the curve can keep your
business on track. At Standard Bank we understand that it takes
skilled industry expertise to keep the wheels of any business
turning. Along with our team of transport specialists, who share
combined decades of experience within the sector, we offer
tailored transport financial solutions to match any business,
regardless of scale or scope. This means that you can focus on
gaining a competitive edge, while we take care of your finances.
Authorised financial services and registered credit provider (NCRCP15).
The Standard Bank of South Africa Limited (Reg. No. 1962/000738/06).
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28 Cronje concludes: Imperial
will continue to support initiatives
such as these as we aim to continue
empowering the business and
consumer market around the
serious need for better, committed
road safety behaviour in South
Africa”.
The Brake and Tyre Watch
initiative spearheaded by FleetWatch
magazine is now entering its ninth
year with over 2200 trafﬁc ofﬁcials
having been trained and nearly 900
trucks inspected over the years.
This initiative is made possible
by the participation and cosponsorship of a founder team
of companies who share their
expertise by training ofﬁcials as
well as monetary input to make
the venture possible. Thanks goes
to Bridgestone, Wabco, HCV, Jost,
BPW, SARF, and Standard Bank.
These companies have been joined
more recently by MiX Telematics
and Imperial Road Safety. Every
event is also co-partnered by the
road concessionaire on whose
road the event takes place...namely
SANRAL, N3TC, BAKWENA and
TRAC N4.
The passion and commitment
from this team goes a long way to
making a difference. As stated by
Fleetwatch Editor, Patrick O’Leary:
‘If it helps to save just one life, it
would have been worthwhile’.
For more information about the
Brake and Tyre Watch initiative
please click here or visit
www.ﬂeetwatch.co.za. 

FleetWatch Editor, Patrick O'Leary with
two members of eThekwini Transport
Authority... it’s all about empowering
traffic officials team new skills to do a
better job on the road.
I can't understand how anybody can
wear such a nice ring when inspecting
trailers! 'Broken stud probably due to
over-torqueing'.
A team of dedicated people from
ten companies contribute to making
'Brake & Tyre Watch' happen - we
salute them all.

The initiative
makes a positive
difference to
truck and fleet
road safety
promotion in SA
Cable protection torn and cables are exposed – totally unnecessary
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