
I have nothing against him having four wives and 24 kids. 
That’s his personal choice. However, what he has perfected 
is sucking from the country – sucking everything he can for 
his personal benefit and the benefit of his family and close 
friends – and it is now coming home to roost.”

“In what way,” he asked.
“In exactly what you mentioned seeing on the news. 

High unemployment, riots in the streets, a failing economy, 
buildings burning, low business confidence and a whole lot of 
other bad news. The country is now suffering because of his 
lack of leadership, accountability and vision.”

“But surely he’s accountable?”
“No not so. He’s surrounded himself with yes men and 

women who have so much to lose they will not speak up 
against him – even if they want to. The trough from which 
they all feed is too deep to get out of,” I reply.

 “But surely he can see that at some stage, all this is going 
to bounce back at him. Does he really believe you can run a 
country without taking the people’s interests into account 
and not, at some stage, get a fall-out?”

“I think he does believe that. He has certainly acted that 
way,” I reply.

“Wow. I can’t believe what I’m hearing.”
“Oh there’s lots more. I have hardly scratched the surface.  

But you know what I have just realised?
“What’s that?”
“That’s this is embarrassing. I am embarrassed that I have 

to tell you such things about the President of my country. 
It has just struck me that,  I am embarrassed to be a South 
African.”

“Yeah, I can understand that. I’m sorry. So what keeps you 
going?”

“I guess it’s the people on the street that I interact with. 
Our politicians – led by our President - operate on a 
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cloud far from the realities of the man-in-the street but I am 
fortunate to be involved in an industry where people have 
their feet solidly on the ground.”

“What’s industry is that?” he asks.
“It’s the trucking industry,” I reply. “Let me give you 

an example. Not long ago, a truck driver got caught up 
in some protest action. The angry crowd charged at his 
truck, cut the tarpaulins, smashed his windows and then, 
when he surged forward to get away, one of them threw 
a rock through his windscreen. It luckily missed his head 
but hit his arm. He managed to get through and after 
reporting it to the police in the next town – and after 
having his injured arm treated at the hospital - he got back 
into his now damaged truck and continued on his way.”

“What! You’re joking. He didn’t stay over or have 
counselling or anything like that?” 

“No, he had a load of potatoes to deliver to the market 
in Johannesburg and he wanted to get the job done. What 
he said to me was: ‘The people have to eat and we have to 
get the food to them.”

“Well I never. Having heard that, I’ve got a wish for you. 
Just as that truck driver put that bad experience behind him 
and drove on to deliver his load of potatoes to the people 
of South Africa, my wish is that one day, your country will be 
able to put the bad experience of Jacob Zuma behind you 
and move on to recapture your Rainbow Nation status. That 
is my wish for you and for South Africa.”

“Thank you Sir. And may that day come soon.”

Footnote: The pub does not exist, the man does not exist, 
the conversation, however, is real and took place between a 
Professor in America and myself over dinner. The story of the 
truck driver is true (see page 18 in this edition). The wish is 
mine. q

fundraising
golf DAY

A Initiative

23 September 2016  -  Randpark Golf Club

• Fourball Cost @ R 4200.00 
• Hole Sponsorship & Fourball @ R 6500.00

• Format Fourball Alliance
Includes: Green Fees, Golf Cart, Halfway House Voucher,  

Registration and Post Golf Snacks, Whiskey Tasting,  
Dinner and Entertainment. 

All funds raised 
will go towards 

the 'Thank a Truck 
Driver' Campaign to put 
together 6000 Driver 

Appreciation Boxes. 

Keeping the 
wheels rolling A host of prizes, special Welcome Pack, Putting Green 

competition, Trick Shot Show, Beat the Golf Pro 
competition, Longest Drive, Nearest to the Pin, Longest Day, 
win a whopping R100 000.00 for hole-in-one and more..... 
everyone will be a winner.
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