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Ekurhuleni...

12 trucks tested
10 failed!

That's 83%
24

Veteran trainer George Hartman
of BPW Axles briefs the smart group
of traffic officials prior to the practical
day’s training.

E

kurhuleni is a high truck
density area in Gauteng
and as such, it is essential
to road safety that the
trucks operating in the
area are roadworthy.
To help in this aim, the
FleetWatch Brake & Tyre Watch team
was asked to return to Ekurhuleni
to train a group of trafﬁc ofﬁcials
who had not been able to attend
our previous exercise held there.
After the two-day training
course, the good news can be
summed up in one word - ‘WOW!
This was a highly motivated group
whose eagerness to learn made
their participation dynamic, their
interaction with our expert trainers
vibrant and the practical training
day solidly constructive.
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With thanks to

VALUED
PARTNERS

HCV
caring for trucks + truckers

Training day

Traffic officials taking delight in

learning. Bridgestone’s Tony Burns can
be seen at the back. Bridgestone has
been a valued and committed partner
from the beginning.

Chris Barry, HCV and officials

National technical manager of

Now for the bad news. Out
of 12 trucks randomly selected
for testing, 10 of them failed.
That is an 83% failure rate which
once again tells us that many
truck operators are ignoring
maintenance for the sake of
keeping their trucks rolling. How
often have we heard this cry: “But
I have to make a living!” Yes, you
do but not at the expense of other
people’s lives.
And what did the cops think of
this? What did they think of the
different faults found on the trucks
– faults they would never have
seen prior to the training?
“No, this is bad. These trucks
have been driving for a long time
with these faults and we have let
them drive like that because we

did not know the signs. Now we
know and we can do our jobs
properly. By taking trucks like
these off the roads, we will be
saving lives.” This is what the
one traffic officer said when I
asked him what he thought of the
project.
What never ceases to thrill
FleetWatch and its partners
(gratefully highlighted in the block
on the right), is to witness the
raised level of conﬁdence and
commitment from the cops who
attend this training. The Ekurhuleni
crew delighted in their new found
knowledge and without doubt,
every one of them went away with
a new resolve to get unroadworthy
trucks off the roads. And isn’t that
what we all want?
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Wabco, Kugendren Gounden, explains
the workings of a brake booster.

Companies who
contribute to help
make a difference!
25

The
good

MAN Truck & Bus South Africa was our manufacturer partner for the
Ekurhuleni exercise and participated enthusiastically by bringing along its
ProfitDrive rig for training on the practical day – along with its two ace driver
trainers. Dean Temlett, MAN Support & Projects Manager, also gave an interesting
presentation to the cops covering a number of safety subjects that are a must on
trucks.
During the Ekurhuleni exercise, we came

and
the
ugly

across what must be rated one of the
worst truck tractors we have yet seen
in terms of roadworthiness. Normally
the trailers are bad but this one took
the cake. The pics here show the
brake booster totally removed and
the air tank full of gunk. Watch the
video for a better idea of what we found.

WATCH
THE VIDEO



Most unroadworthy truck tractor yet
seen on Brake & Tyre Watch
26

FLEETWATCH VOL 40 / 2016

Main Branch: 011 450 2052
Pinetown Branch: 031 701 6351
Cape Town Branch: 021 552 1231

By training more than 1 980 Engineers
in the past year
SARF is dedicated to the promotion of the South African road industry.

The South African Road Federation (SARF) is dedicated to the
promotion of the road industry in South Africa through the
dissemination of information, the promotion of sound policies
and by education and training.
Today SARF presents more than 43 Training Courses in: Road Pavement Engineering / Traffic Engineering / Management and Planning /
Road Safety / Stormwater and Hydrology / Bridges
and Structures.
All courses are accredited by: The Engineering Council of South
Africa (ECSA) and The South African Council for Project and
Construction Management Professions (SACPCMP).

For Further information about training,
contact SARF on
Tel: +27 11 394 9025
Basil Jonsson
E-mail: operations@sarf.org.za
or administrator@sarf.org.za
Sybul Ngobeni - Course Logistics Officer
E-mail: Sybul@sarf.org.za
Tshidi Ramabya - Course Logistics Officer
Email: tshidi@sarf.org.za
Visit: http://www.sarf.org.za/

Disaster on wheels
The visual inspection of this rig gave the cops a good insight into
how much can be wrong on just one combination rig. It was
discontinued before even entering the pit area – and just as well
as it stuck at the entrance of the test centre due to its brakes
binding. Note all the welds on the chassis components and the
missing wheel nuts and stud on just one wheel. Oh yes, and it
had forged discs and no Manufacturer’s Data Plate...and…and…
and.This this is what operators who spend money and time on
maintaining their trucks have to share the roads with.

Missing wheel nuts

All welded together...

Forged licence plate

When the operator and license

discs were removed from the trailer,
the cops quickly realised they were
forged. They were in fact, photostats.
The cops were peeved, to say the least.

Incorrectly set slack
adjusters

The pushrods are fitted in different
positions on the slack-adjusters. It also
shows that the bottom clamp plate
is welded to the axle which is totally
incorrect.
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Incomplete data plate

No Manufacturer’s Data Plate or

Load Sensing Data plate fitted. That, on
its own, is a discontinuation.
29

More

bad
tyres

Top left and right: Unbelievable. That’s all we can say regarding the condition of some

of the tyres we saw on the rigs brought in for testing during the Ekurhuleni project. Bester
Betha, manager field engineering for Bridgestone South Africa, is seen top left giving instruction
to a group of traffic officials on various aspects they should look for when checking tyres. His
enthusiasm is infectious. Top right is a breakdown service crew called in to change a tyre before
the rig was allowed back on the road.

This is a killer - a blowout
just waiting to happen. The
tyre needs to be scrapped
and replaced.

Top middle and right: The driver told us he had experienced a blow out on this
tyre just before he was pulled off the road by our cops. Would he have continued
travelling if he hadn’t been pulled over?

Any tyre with any sidewall cut or
This picture shows the severity of a damage should be replaced immediately.

tyre blow out and the danger of loose
tread flying into following vehicles.
30

Yet so many drivers tell us they have to
drive with it or be fired.

An environmentally friendly tyre. Down
to the wire which gathers up plastic as it
rolls down the road. Yeah sure….
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Making sense of your ﬂeet’s costs is seldom simple. The variables
tend to creep up and catch you unawares. How would you like
a range of services, that are customised to ﬁt your ﬂeet needs?

Total Tyre Management from Bridgestone Commercial is designed
to achieve lower costs per kilometre, higher overall mileages and
management services that’ll help lower your ﬂeet’s costs.

• National Dealer Network • New Tyres • Retreaded Tyres • 24-Hour Roadside Assistance
TM
• On-Site Service • Mobile Truck Wheel Alignment • Technical Services • Tyre Maximizer
• Tyre Leasing • Casing Conﬁdence Pledge

Visit www.bridgestonecommercial.co.za for more info. Call: 011 387 2000.

DWF/BSC9005

Only one company can give you
Total Tyre Management

In the pit

Each team of traffic officials gets to spend time in the pits

where they are shown the underside of truck tractors and
trailers and the workings of various safety critical components.
For many, this is the first time they have been under a truck
and they emerge with a far better understanding of what
makes a truck roadworthy.

Above and right and below: It’s the small things that

count. Blou draad securing a landing leg handle and loose
nuts anywhere on a rig are signs of an absence of attention
to maintenance detail and Best Practice. Look further and
you’ll find other faults, such as a broken spring in a spring
pack. Not unroadworthy – yet!

The state of reflective tape on

trucks leaves much to be desired.
This highly successful safety item
seems to have been ignored by
many and needs to be revisited. It
should always be clean and visible.

Each team
is given a list of
items to check.
Initially our team
leaders guide
them. Later, they
do it themselves
and excel as their
confidence rises.

Imperial Road Safety
It’s been a long two-days and some of the traffic officials
gather under the Imperial Road Safety Programme gazebo to
receive their well-earned Brake & Tyre Watch Certificates of
Attendance.

HCV cares for the drivers
Amy Felgate, marketing co-ordinator for HCV, is always
there – even with her beanie in the freezing cold - to take
care of the drivers with hot coffee and snacks while their rigs
are undergoing inspections. HCV also provides free eye tests
for drivers at each event via services of Spec Savers.
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BUSINESS IS ABOUT THE EDGE
INSPIRING OUR CLIENTS TO BE MORE

www.imperiallogistics.co.za

LOGISTICS

