
IT’S TIME WE GET SERIOUS 
ABOUT ROAD SAFETY.

LEADERS IN MOBILITY

Safer roads start with you 
visit IMPERIAL.co.za

ROAD  
SAFETY
AS THE LEADER IN MOBILITY, 
ROAD SAFETY IS A PRIORITY.
IMPERIAL’s Road Safety programme now brings you three important initiatives:

AN IMPERIAL PROGRAMME

We protect the most vulnarable road users  
- our children - by teaching them to be safe pedestrians.

HOW CAN YOU HELP?
Slow down outside schools and encourage your children to be 
careful when crossing the road.

HOW CAN YOU HELP?

Our vehicles patrol the busiest routes over the holidays for extra 
visibility, to help you reach your destination safe and sound.
This initiative incorporates Brake and Tyre Watch.

Take heed of the highway support vehicles and stay especially 
vigilant over the holday periods.

HIGHWAY 
SUPPORT  
VEHICLES

AN IMPERIAL ROAD SAFETY INITIATIVE

We encourage parents to buckle up their most precious cargo, their 
children, plus, we collect children’s car seats for those in need.

HOW CAN YOU HELP?
Commit to buckling up your kids. Encourage other parents to 
buckle up their kids.

CAR SEATS  
FOR KIDS

AN IMPERIAL ROAD SAFETY INITIATIVE

SAFE 
SCHOLARS

AN IMPERIAL ROAD SAFETY INITIATIVE

Layout2.indd   1 2017/03/27   18:00



2017 / VOL 47 FLEETWATCH 27

A Initiative

WITH THANKS TO ALL PARTNERS – TOGETHER WE MAKE A DIFFERENCE

HCV
caring for trucks + truckers

Reg. No.1998/009584/30

Polokwane, Limpopo 2017
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T he Traffic Officials in 
Limpopo province have 
something to prove, for 
according to the statistics 
released by the former 

Minister of Transport Dipuo Peters 
in January this year, Limpopo 
recorded the highest increase in 
road fatalities over the past festive 
season moving up by 31% from 186 
fatalities in the previous year to 244 
for this past period.

This fact was highlighted in the 
opening address given on the first 
day’s Brake & Tyre Watch theory 
training session by Paul Stone, 
Deputy Director Overload Control, 
Limpopo Department of Transport, 
who said that this would be the last 
time the province performed so 
badly.

LIMPOPO
12 tested
8 failed
67%

In a no-holds barred talk to 
the delegates, he urged the traffic 
officials to absorb the information 
being passed on via the Brake & Tyre 
Watch training exercise and to get 
out there and put it into practice 
the knowledge gained so as to 
make the roads safer for all.

This was the first time the Brake 
& Tyre Watch campaign used the 
Zebediela Traffic Control Centre 
Weighbridge alongside the N1 
about 60kms before Polokwane 
and it proved an interesting venue. 
The theory training was conducted 
alongside the control centre at the 
Mokopane Provincial Traffic Police 
Station.

With some 80 or so Traffic 
Officials in attendance, the 
theoretical training was interactive 
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Cameraderie
Traffic officials appreciate the input 
and training and cameraderie on the 
day is full of good cheer & enthusiasm.

other routes where we have come 
across some truly horrendous 
faults such as empty brake drums, 
absolutely bald tyres worn down 
to the beading and a host of other 
dangerous and unacceptable faults.

One of the officers did, however, 
point out that the really bad trucks 
take the back roads so as to avoid 
the test centre. That said, the 
intention of Brake & Tyre Watch is 
not to see how many ‘bad trucks’ 
we can get in the net. Rather, it is 
to provide quality training to the 
officers to enable them to go out 
on those back roads and get the 
wrecks off. In this aim, the project 
succeeded admirably with one of 
the officers sending a post to the 
FleetWatch Facebook page saying: 
“Thank you guys for the two days 
well invested.”

I also phoned Paul Stone a few 
weeks after the event to ask how 
the guys were shaping. He was 
very positive saying that the staff at 
the weighbridge were much more 
confident and were doing the job 
so much better than prior to the 
training.

And this is what it is all about. 
Yes, we failed eight of the 12 trucks 
tested but more important for 
the objectives of this exercise, is 
that we left behind over 80 Traffic 
Officials with knowledge which has 
empowered them to do their jobs 
better after we have gone. That is 
what Brake & Tyre Watch is really all 
about. 

and lively with the various experts 
from our partner companies 
capturing the attention of 
the delegates with interesting 
presentations.

Obviously with such a wide range 
of componentry on a truck/trailer 
combination, it is impossible to go 
into full details of all the various 
components on a rig. The accent, 
therefore, is on practical ways to 
spot signs of unroadworthiness on 
trucks when out on the road. Talks 
are also given to position the traffic 
officials in terms of their true role 
in South African society and not 
just as people who hide behind 
cameras to catch speedsters.

All this is then put into practise 
on the second day via practical 
inspections of trucks taken 
randomly from the road. On this 
point, I must say that the condition 
of trucks driving this route is far 
better than we have seen on many 
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Training Day is when officials get to 
learn what defects to spot on a truck. 
After each talk prizes are awarded for 
attention to the topic! From left to right 
Katleho Mofokeng of Bridgestone and 
an official, Johan van der Merwe of 
Wabco, FleetWatch's Patrick O'Leary 
and veteran trainer and trailer expert 
Wolfgang Lehmann, George Hartman 
of BPW, Kathy Bell of Standard Bank 
with a happy recipient and Elvis 
Mutseura of Iveco surrounded by 
enthusiastic participants.

 DAY ONE TRAINING
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 DAY TWO PRACTICAL TRAINING

Thanks to 
IVECO

Each Brake & Tyre Watch 
training session has a different 
OEM – or truck manufacturer 
- partner on board with us 
and this time we were happy 
to welcome Iveco South 
Africa which brought along 
a stunning Stralis 500 Euro 5 
truck tractor hitched to their 
trailer for the demonstration 
of how a roadworthy vehicle 
should be set up. Elvis 
Mutseura, product marketing 
manager for Iveco South 
Africa, also gave a great talk 
to the traffic officials on the 
safety features incorporated 
into today’s modern truck. 
Many cops see only the ‘dreks’ 
of the trucking industry. On 
this day they saw a top end 
beauty. Thank you Iveco!

 Traffic officials start the Practical day with an inspection of a 'top end, 
good truck'... in this case our manufacturer partner was Iveco.

IMPERIAL ROAD SAFETY...
providing support with manpower, gazebos for 
catering and funds to help stage the project... a 
salute to you for making a difference.
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 ACTION ON PRACTICAL DAY

From left to right: Ilse Stofberg and Sharon Buys 
of SBSA VAF Polokwane; and Xoliswa Ngwebelelele of 
Imperial Road Safety

 BPW's George Hartman leads a team of officials under a truck.
 Kugendren Gounden of  Wabco talks 'brakes' to the officials

Talking to drivers
A traffic official explains to a driver 
about the faults found on this vehicle.

 FIlling in the all important 
Inspection Sheet

Empowering cops with 
knowledge to do their jobs 
better is what it’s all about
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 ACTION ON PRACTICAL DAY

 A team goes through the 'walk around the truck', learning to identify various 
common visual faults

Testing station at Makopane
Trucks are pulled in by officials 
randomly to be tested. One of the 
tests they undergo is the Brake Roller 
Test which checks efficiency and 
working order of brakes.

Down they go.....
For many officials this is the first time 
they will get under a truck ....an eye 
opener for most. 
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common visual faults
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common visual faults
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 A team goes through the 'walk around the truck', learning to identify various 

Gillian 
Mokoma of 
Bridgestone 
shares her 
enthusiasm with 
an official.

ZZ2's Adriaan Kruger 
and Hendrik Helberg 
Far right: CSIR's Lana 
Kemp with Iveco's 
Ansie Van Rhyn
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MORE  FAULTS TO AVOID

Air Tanks
Here water gushes out of an 
undrained air tank. Air Tanks should 
be drained daily especially in colder 
weather. As the temperature drops 
water will condense in the tank. This 
is bad for the air brake system. It is 
better to drain them every day than 
to have your brake lines grease up.

ABS Brakes 
Too many drivers assume if the 
green light is on that their ABS 
braking system is working. This is 
not the case. When ABS brakes are 
tested the green light should come 
on for 2 seconds and then go off.

Cracked chassis
If you have to weld a chassis crack, 
ensure you reinforce it properly 
with a bridge plate and put vertical 
stiffeners between the top and 
bottom flange. A quick weld does 
not solve the problem as it will 
merely reoccur.

Bloudraad rears its ugly head 
once again. Lose the wire and fix 
it right the first time. 



Current market value doesn’t always reflect the true value of a vehicle, 
especially if it has been maintained properly. If covered with HCV, we 
will pay out the initial agreed value, less applicable excesses.

Heavy Commercial Vehicle Underwriting Managers (Pty) Ltd (HCV) underwritten by RMB Structured Insurance Ltd    Registration 
Number 1952/000436/06    VAT Number 4100149816    FSP Licence Number 1027    HCV is an authorised financial services 
provider    FSP Licence Number 9853    Registration Number 1995/010667/07    VAT Number 4950187627

Contact your broker for further information or call
08610-CARES   |  0860 TOW HCV (869 428)

WWW.HCV.CO.ZA

“As you didn’t insure your truck for an agreed value, 
we can only offer you this rather modest model, sir.”
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MORE  FAULTS TO AVOID

Bloudraad
Wire or bloudraad is often the choice to fix broken or 
loose parts!

Tie it right!

Frayed strapping and worse! 
This strap was seen on a car carrier! 
One car ready to hit the deck and a 
major accident in the making.



Along with our team of transport specialists, who 
share combined decades of experience within the 
sector, we offer tailored transport financial solutions 
, regardless of scale or scope. This means that you 
can focus on gaining a competitive edge, while we 
take care of your finances.

“Can you help my 
logistics company gain 

a competitive edge?”
“Consider it done.” 

Authorised financial services and registered credit provider (NCRCP15).
The Standard Bank of South Africa Limited (Reg. No. 1962/000738/06). Moving Forward is a trademark of The Standard Bank of South Africa Limited. SBSA 205207 – 1/16
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