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With thanks to all partners – Together we make a difference

HCV
caring for trucks + truckers

A 
 

Initiative

Beaufort West 2018



I t’s almost a given that every 
time one stands in front of a 
room full of cops to outline 
the programme details for the 
next two days of our Brake & 

Tyre Watch training exercises, you 
know you are facing 80 or so cops 
who are thinking: “What can these 
mlungos teach us?” After all, we are 
all civvies and they cops. They must 
know more than us.

“Ok, so what is a slack adjuster?” 

Training which 
uplifts morale

DAY ONE
 

THEORY

Trainers (from l-r): Stephen Norris 
(Bridgestone), Jacques Coetzer (BPW) 
and Jan Coetzee (BPW) – interaction 
is the name of the game.

One or two hands go up. “OK, so 
what is a brake booster?” One 
or two hands go up. “And what is 
a load sensing valve?” Same two 
hands go up. “And how do you test 
whether the ABS is working?” No 
hands go up.

 It’s then that the field is levelled 
and we’re out the starting blocks 
heading towards two wonderful 
days of training where the initial 
scepticism transforms into 

Rapt attention from the 60 or so 
traffic officials.

From left to right below:
Jan Coetzee (BPW Axles), 
Patrick O’Leary (FleetWatch), 
Anthony Ntshanganu (traffic official), 
Amelia van der Westhuizen (traffic 
official), Hendrik Hinkman (traffic 
Official), Megenthran Naidoo 
(Mercedes-Benz) and a happy 
delegate with his ‘goody bag’.

“Ok, so what is a slack adjuster?” scepticism transforms into 
days of training where the initial 
scepticism transforms into scepticism transforms into 
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DAY ONE
 

THEORY

The dude in shades! Replying to a 
question from a trainer which won him a 
prize for good listening.

No, this traffic official is not on 
his cell phone. He’s examining a 
slack adjuster.

From left to right below:
Bright Zulu (Active Education) 
with a traffic official; Kylie Saunders 
(FleetWatch), Dr Paul Nordengen 
(SARF), Ruzaan Daniels (traffic official), 
Johan van der Merwe (Wabco) and 
Nazeem Voster (traffic official).

magnificent camaraderie that builds 
a dynamic team unified in purpose 
– to get unroadworthy rigs off our 
roads for the safety of all.

Brake & Tyre Watch is all about 
road safety and road safety can be 
fun. It’s actually quite fun being alive 
don't you think – and staying alive 
while using the roads is quite easy. 
All you need do is obey the rules 
of the road. Of course, you should 
also have a driver’s licence that has 
been earned rather than bought. 
And there’s a couple of other things 
like having a roadworthy vehicle. It’s 
the latter that Brake & Tyre Watch 

concentrates on – and for good 
reason.

While we take the subject matter 
extremely seriously, we make sure the 
knowledge in passed on in a fun and 
interesting way – as the accompanying 
pictures show. We’re all on the same 

side with the same objectives. It’s 
not a ‘them’ and ‘us’ scenario which 
is so often played out on the roads. 
We are building teams - a partnership 
between society and the cops for the 
good of all and to improve safety on 
our roads. Salute to all! Up Team! 

Knowledge is 
power. This is 
empowerment 
at its best with 
officials gaining 
confidence all 
round.

From l-r : Jan Coetzee (BPW), 
Jacques Coetzer (BPW) and Kathy 
Bell (Standard Bank).

been earned rather than bought. 
And there’s a couple of other things 
like having a roadworthy vehicle. It’s 
the latter that 

been earned rather than bought. 
And there’s a couple of other things 
like having a roadworthy vehicle. It’s 
the latter that 
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64   FOCUS ON TRANSPORT

www.mixtelematics.co.za

CUSTOMER Crusader Logistics

REGION South Africa

INDUSTRY Transport and distribution

BUSINESS Long-haulage transport

TOTAL FLEET SIZE 33

CONNECTED VEHICLES 33

VEHICLE TYPES Trucks (including Scania, 
IVECO and Isuzu)

CUSTOMER SINCE 2003

SUBSCRIPTION MiX Fleet Manager Premium 
with MiX Vision

AIMS
Record and manage driver 
behaviour, access accident/
incident footage

RESULTS Improved driver behaviour, 
decreased fuel consumption 

CUSTOMER’S WEBSITE www.crusaderlogistics.co.za
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Crusader Logistics improves safety and 
efficiency with MiX Vision in-cab video solution

CUSTOMER CASE STUDY

Crusader Logistics Case Study.indd   1 2017/11/10   1:00 PM

In it for the long haul
Crusader Logistics (then Crusader Carriers) started out as a 
brokerage back in 2000. As promising opportunities arose in the 
distribution industry, they decided to venture into the world of 
long-haulage transport. Today Crusader Logistics is a country-
wide network that provides cross-border services to Botswana, 
Zambia, Zimbabwe and Mozambique using their line-haul fleet. 
They also offer AAA-grade warehousing and fleet leasing 
solutions. The company’s overarching goal is to provide logistic 
services that are flexible, reliable and cost-effective for all facets 
of the supply chain.

Due to the company moving valuable cargo all over the country 
and across borders, it was absolutely vital to have eyes on their 
fleet 24 hours a day using a dedicated fleet management system. 
Alongside this, Crusader Logistics required a means with which 
to monitor driver behaviour and have access to incident-related 
footage. Overall, they aimed to improve their efficiency while 
providing customers with peace of mind regarding the safety of 
their cargo.

Going the distance
To help achieve their goals, Crusader Logistics decided to adopt 
MiX Vision, an in-cab video system that comprises of forward-
looking and cab-facing in-vehicle cameras. There is also the 
optional extra of external back and side cameras that capture, for 
example, activities around the fuel tank and crash impacts.

The MiX Vision system has been proven in the past to improve 
the safety and security of both drivers and businesses. The video 
footage it provides is also a great reference to use when 
coaching drivers on appropriate driving etiquette. These factors 
all inspired Crusader Logistics’ decision to implement this tool. 

The company had already been using MiX Fleet Manager 
Premium, a sophisticated solution that collects and transmits 
on-the-go fleet data, and had great success with it. MiX Vision 
would enhance existing functionality by enabling the playing of 
videos alongside trip and event information. Due to the MiX 
Vision system seamlessly integrating with Fleet Manager 
Premium, implementation would be easy and therefore not 
time-consuming.

The MiX Vision system, as installed for Crusader Logistics, automati-
cally uploads two videos whenever an event (such as harsh braking 
or excessive speeding) is detected. The customer liked having the 
option of choosing the types of events that would trigger a recording 
as they could monitor which actions were preventing them from 
achieving their safety and efficiency goals, and proactively address 
issues.

“We have received great service and response since the very 
beginning. We are happy to be associated with MiX Telematics.”

Stuart Roos, Managing Director, Crusader Logistics
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We have received great service and response 
since the very beginning. We are happy to be 
associated with MiX Telematics.  
Stuart Roos, Managing Director, Crusader Logistics

Gaining ground

A mere six months after installing the MiX Vision units in two of their 
vehicles, and within a year of expanding the system to their entire 

Their drivers displayed improved behaviour due to monitoring and 
doing regular review of their activities. This has led to a decrease 
in overall fuel consumption. A 15.25% reduction in fuel usage was 
observed in only a year, which translates to a saving of 6.07 litres for 
every 100 kilometres driven.

Using less fuel ultimately results in monetary savings. Since the 
implementation of MiX Vision, Crusader Logistics has managed 
to save more than R200,000 and received a 461.47% return on 
investment.

RESULTS

About MiX Telematics
 

management solutions delivered as Software-as-a-Service, or SaaS, 
to customers in over 120 countries. The company’s products and 

 

Fuel consumption before and after 
installing the MiX Vision system

2015

2016
39 litres

per 100 km

33 litres
per 100 km

15%

Crusader Logistics Case Study.indd   2 2017/11/10   1:00 PM
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DAY TWO
POOR FACILITIES

Apologising to a group of 60 
eager to learn traffic official 
is not the easiest thing 
to do and yet this is what 
FleetWatch editor Patrick O’Leary 
had to do at the start of the 
practical day’s training in 
Beaufort West on a recent 
Brake & Tyre Watch project. 
The apology was on behalf 
of the whole of South Africa 
for expecting the cops to do 
a professional job and then 
not giving them the tools 
with which to do that job.

Wrong 
tools
for the
job

The first truck comes in. And it’s a tight turn right. Forget 
about bringing an interlink in here.

A tight turn right and then up through parked vehicles.

Note the height. Just got into the 
entrance.

Our demo vehicle. Test centre is on 
right in the background.

1 2

Has come all the way round with 
little space. Now to line up for the 
roller tester entrance.

3

4

5

O n the fi rst day of theoretical 
training where all our 
expert partners give the 
cops lectures on critical 
truck components and how 

they work, we always urge the cops 
to work closely with their Vehicle 
Test Centres. This enables them to 
confi rm their observations by getting 
defi nitive evidence – such as on a 
brake roller tester - of unroadworthy 
issues they may pick up out on the 
road.

That’s what Brake & Tyre Watch is 
about. We teach them how to spot 
visible signs of unroadworthiness 
– such as brake issues - using the 
knowledge passed on during these 

training exercises. They don't need 
equipment. However, to stand up 
in a court of law, you need hard 
evidence and that can only be gained 
via proper tests conducted at a 
vehicle test centre.

So why the apology? Simply 
because the test centre at Beaufort 
West does not enable them to do 
this. For one, there is no ways you 
will get an interlink in there. You can 
barely get a semi-trailer combination 
to manoeuvre around the place 
and even then we’re not sure that 



2018 / VOL 57/58 FLEETWATCH 33

DAY TWO
POOR FACILITIES

7 8

We nearly got the driver to abort 
and reverse for fear of damage. Just fitted.

Whoa. It’s a tight fit for the cops 
and the truck.

We managed to get all cops into the 
pits and well trained.

6

This rig was an easier fit but still battled 
to get around the yard to line up to the 
entrance. The good news is that by the 
end of the day, all the cops had been 
through all the stations including into the 
pit where they were able to see, touch, 
feel and examine the various under-
carriage components.

11

And now comes another dicey bit. 
There’s a sudden gradient drop once 
out of the test centre and then a sharp 
turn to the right at the bottom to get 
back onto the road. There is also no 
authorised holding yard here. The two 
trucks discontinued had to go to the 
weighbridge to be held until fixed.

10

Exiting the test centre. These guys 
are big. This centre is small.

9

could happen on any given day. We 
were able to do so due to a kind 
gentleman who made sure all the 
other municipal vehicles based there 
were removed from the yard for our 
training.

When we brought in the fi rst truck 
from the road - a reefer – a local 
mechanic who had been called by the 
owner of a truck to attend to some 
problem on the truck (unrelated to 
our training), arrived and urged us 
not to put a loaded vehicle onto the 
brake roller tester.

“Why?” I asked. “Because it will 
break,” he replied. “It’s happened 
before and we then go without a test 
centre for up to three months before 
it’s fi xed. During that time, no cars, 
bakkies or any other vehicles can be 
tested here and we have to go over 
200 kms to another test centre.”

I found that extremely strange 
and went across to the unit to see 
the data plate. The roller tester was 
rated at 15 000 kg per axle and it 
had been calibrated by Workshop 
Electronics on 15/09/2017 with the 
next service due on 15/09/2018. So 

where’s the problem?
“I assure you,” said the visiting 

mechanic. “It will break. It has broken 
before. They don't take loaded trucks 
over here.” The lady who was helping 
at the centre then confi rmed this. 
“So what do you take over here? I 
asked.  “Just cars, bakkies and the 
smaller trucks. We never take over 
the bigger trucks,” she said.

What the heck? How are the cops 
supposed to do their jobs with such 
equipment? Johan van der Merwe, 
one of our expert partners from 
Wabco, was extremely sceptical. 
“It won’t break. It’s built to take the 
load,” he said. 

I understood the mechanic’s 
concern. After all, he is a local who 
has to have vehicles tested and if it’s 
broken, he can’t do that. Nor can 
anyone else. Adding credence to 
his concern was that fact that the 
printer was broken - and had been 
for a few months. So all calculations 

had to be done with pen and paper 
– something that won’t stand up in 
a court of law. A call was eventually 
put through to a higher authority 
who said: “Use it.” Decision made. 
Let’s go.

The fi rst vehicle we manoeuvred 
into the test centre was a reefer. I 
say manoeuvred because the tight 
space demands that the driver be 
skilled in getting the line-up correct. 
You have to go in straight with the 
truck tractor and trailer well lined 
up – and taking the sharp turn at 
the top of the yard puts you out. 
There is no ways an interlink will 
get in. The height of the centre is 
also wrong. It just allows the trailer 
to make it – probably by a few 
centimetres. It was close and we 
nearly got the driver to abort and 
reverse out of there.

Once in, the brake roller tester 
didn’t break. It worked fi ne but the 
tests could not be printed. Why? As 35



IT’S TIME WE GET SERIOUS 
ABOUT ROAD SAFETY.

LEADERS IN MOBILITY

Safer roads start with you 
visit IMPERIAL.co.za

ROAD  
SAFETY
AS THE LEADER IN MOBILITY, 
ROAD SAFETY IS A PRIORITY.
IMPERIAL’s Road Safety programme now brings you three important initiatives:

AN IMPERIAL PROGRAMME

We protect the most vulnarable road users  
- our children - by teaching them to be safe pedestrians.

HOW CAN YOU HELP?
Slow down outside schools and encourage your children to be 
careful when crossing the road.

HOW CAN YOU HELP?

Our vehicles patrol the busiest routes over the holidays for extra 
visibility, to help you reach your destination safe and sound.
This initiative incorporates Brake and Tyre Watch.

Take heed of the highway support vehicles and stay especially 
vigilant over the holday periods.

HIGHWAY 
SUPPORT  
VEHICLES

AN IMPERIAL ROAD SAFETY INITIATIVE

We encourage parents to buckle up their most precious cargo, their 
children, plus, we collect children’s car seats for those in need.

HOW CAN YOU HELP?
Commit to buckling up your kids. Encourage other parents to 
buckle up their kids.

CAR SEATS  
FOR KIDS

AN IMPERIAL ROAD SAFETY INITIATIVE

SAFE 
SCHOLARS

AN IMPERIAL ROAD SAFETY INITIATIVE

Layout2.indd   1 2017/03/27   18:00



2018 / VOL 57/58 FLEETWATCH 35

ALL THE FAULTS
POOR FACILITIES

mentioned, the printer 
     was broken. It then took 

forever to do the manual 
calculations. The exit was also a 
concern. A steep decline leading 
to a sharp right turn to exit onto 
the street. We were concerned 
about the sudden decline and the 
concern was justifi ed when the 
vehicle moved forward slowly and 
– not sure what but probably the 
bottom of the air bags - scraped the 
concrete slightly. An interlink would 
never make it!

OK, next one. But no, not just 
yet. A number of people had booked 
their cars and bakkies in for tests 
and had to be attended to. There 
were also a few municipal vehicles 
that had to be tested. And so it 
went. We made the most of a bad 
situation and the teams spent extra 
time at the various inspections 
stations we always put up. These are 
lights and external; tyres; brakes; 
and pit station.

The good news is that by the end 
of the day, all the cops had been 
through all the stations including 
into the pit where they were able 
to see, touch, feel and examine the 
various under-carriage components. 
By the end of the day, we were able 
to declare the exercise a “mission 
successful” and the cops were all 
well chuffed.

Through all the frustrations and 
hold-ups, our experts got the job 
done in a magnifi cent way and I can 
only lift my hat to them in total 
admiration. They are just such 
fantastic, enthusiastic and passionate 
people who don't let a few stumbling 
blocks get in their way. Salute to you 
all.

Out of all the many Brake & Tyre 
Watch events we have conducted 
over the past ten years, this is the 
lowest number of trucks that came 
through on the day. There were 
only fi ve and out of those fi ve, two 
were served with Discontinuation of 
Service notices, two received fi nes 
and one passed.

To Beaufort West – or probably 
better directed at the Western Cape 
government - the message is: Get 

your town a proper test centre or 
fi x this one up. One could argue that 
the money would be better spent 
on some project that could create 
employment as this area has a high 
unemployment rate.

However, the N1 is a critical 
national route with thousands of 
trucks using it on a daily basis. Along 
that route are a number of truck 
crashes, some caused by driver 
fatigue, some by driver error and 
others by unroadworthy trucks 
causing havoc. It is these trucks that 
your traffi c offi cials have to get off 
the road for the safety of all.

You have a state of the art, fully 
functional weighbridge at Beaufort 
West which works stunningly well. 
However, you have a shagged out test 
centre which doesn’t work well at all. 
The point is that the traffi c offi cials, 
who have now been empowered by 
the knowledge imparted to them 

via the Brake & Tyre Watch training, 
cannot complete the job they are 
trained to do on the road. Why? 
Because they don't have the tools 
in the form of a fully functional and 
practical vehicle test centre to back 
them up. 

It was my late father – a tradesman 
– who said to me. “You have to have 
the right tools if you want to do the 
job properly. Don’t give me a star 
screw-driver when I need a fl at-nose 
screw-driver. It won’t work.” And he 
would get really peeved off with me if 
he was up a ladder and I handed him 
the wrong tool.

Give the cops from Beaufort West 
and surrounding areas the right tools 
so they can do their jobs properly. 
Otherwise you might just as well 
place card-board replicas of cops in 
strategic positions alongside the road 
to feign a visible police presence and 
let your real-life cops – who want to 
do their jobs well – go fi shing. 

Broken printer
The printer, essential for evidence to stand 
up in a court of law, had been broken for ages. 
Calculations are done by hand. 

"It will 
break if 
you bring 
loaded 
trucks 
over here."

Local mechanic

35
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DAY TWO
PRACTICAL TRAINING

Thanks to Mercedes-Benz 
Commercial Vehicles – CT

The driver of the Mercedes-Benz Actros, seen 
above is Albert Abrahams from Mercedes-Benz 
Commercial  Vehicles Cape Town. Thanks also go 
to Dealer Principal, Cornel Oelofse for allowing us 
the use of this magnificent truck.

Traffic officials get a close-up look at a truck in 
great condition.

Team camaraderie
Brake & Tyre Watch is all about road 
safety where everyone is brought 
together onto the same side with the 
same objectives. It’s not a ‘them’ and ‘us’ 
scenario which is so often played out 
on the roads. We are building teams - a 
partnership between society and the 
cops for the good of all and to improve 
safety on our roads. Here one of our 
stalwart partners, Kathy Bell (centre) 
from Standard Bank, gets in among four 
of the grateful traffic officials who said 
they found the training uplifting and 
empowering. Yeah! 

AT EVERY different Brake & 
Tyre Watch project, we invite a 
different OEM truck manufacturer 
as a partner to provide a vehicle 
that is in a good, roadworthy 
condition to enable our expert 
trainers from our foundation 
partner companies to show the 
cops what a ‘good’ vehicle should 
look like. In this case, our partner 
was Mercedes-Benz Commercial 
Vehicles/FleetBoard who got the 
co-operation of Mercedes Benz 
Commercial Vehicles Cape Town, 
a Super Group dealership, to have 
ace driver Albert Abrahams drive 
all the way from Cape Town to 
Beaufort West with this stunning 
Actros 2641 model for the 
training. We salute you for this.
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The South African Road Federation (SARF) is dedicated to the 
promotion of the road industry in South Africa through the 
dissemination of information, the promotion of sound policies 
and by education and training. 

Today SARF presents more than 43 Training Courses in: Road Pave-
ment Engineering / Traffic Engineering / Management and Planning / 
Road Safety / Stormwater and Hydrology / Bridges 
and Structures. 

All courses are accredited by: The Engineering Council of South 
Africa (ECSA) and The South African Council for Project and 
Construction Management Professions (SACPCMP).

For Further information about training, 
contact SARF on

Tel:  +27 11 394 9025

Basil Jonsson
E-mail: operations@sarf.org.za  
or administrator@sarf.org.za

Sybul Ngobeni - Course Logistics Of�cer
E-mail: Sybul@sarf.org.za

Tshidi Ramabya - Course Logistics Of�cer
Email: tshidi@sarf.org.za

Visit: http://www.sarf.org.za/

By training more than 1 980 Engineers 
in the past year

SARF is dedicated to the promotion of the South African road industry.
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DAY TWO
PRACTICAL TRAINING

Training stations
There are four stations allocated at every event namely 
Lights and external;  Tyres; Brakes; and Pit Station. Traffic 
officials are divided into 4 or so teams and each group is 
taken by a team leader to each station which is manned by 
an expert from our partner companies.

Long delays
A private citizen sits and waits .....arrived for an 
appointment at 9.30am and was still waiting at 
12 pm. Service is not quick at this test station. 
But I guess we also got in the way a bit.

Checks welcomed
Most drivers whose vehicles are stopped 
appreciate the tests conducted and see it as 
improving their own safety on the roads.

In the pit
Jan Coetzee of BPW Axles, one of our specialist trainers, 
takes a group of officials through an inspection underneath a 
truck - a first for many officials. 

Grateful for
truck tests

Drivers

Drivers are often told 
to drive despite faults 
on their trucks ... or 
lose their jobs.

The South African Road Federation (SARF) is dedicated to the 
promotion of the road industry in South Africa through the 
dissemination of information, the promotion of sound policies 
and by education and training. 

Today SARF presents more than 43 Training Courses in: Road Pave-
ment Engineering / Traffic Engineering / Management and Planning / 
Road Safety / Stormwater and Hydrology / Bridges 
and Structures. 

All courses are accredited by: The Engineering Council of South 
Africa (ECSA) and The South African Council for Project and 
Construction Management Professions (SACPCMP).

For Further information about training, 
contact SARF on

Tel:  +27 11 394 9025

Basil Jonsson
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E-mail: Sybul@sarf.org.za
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Brake & Tyre Watch

CAMPAIGN
FleetWatch magazine, along with its traditional 
partners in this project stage the highly 
successful Brake & Tyre Watch road safety 
initiative on a quarterly basis nationwide.
Brake & Tyre Watch Background
This initiative is designed to raise transport operators’ awareness around the 
subject of effi  cient braking and tyre checking and is linked to preventative 
maintenance on trucks, including all safety critical items such as lighting, 
refl ectives, etc.
The project is also intended to empower traffi  c offi  cials with specialised 
knowledge, enabling them to perform better in their profession and intervene 
more frequently in taking unroadworthy heavy vehicles off  our roads. 

DATE LOCATION INSPECTED FAILED %
Feb 2006 Gauteng-City Deep 24 21 88%
Feb 2007 Middelburg 35 24 69%
May 2007 Centurion 41 17 42%
March 2008 Midway KZN 26 10 38%
June 2008 Kroonstad 8 7 92%
Feb 2009 Western Cape 25 25 100%
June 2009 Bloemfontein 54 26 48%
Nov 2009 Pietemaritzburg 12 11 92%
March 2010 Port Elizabeth 16 6 40%
July 2010 Rustenburg 7 5 72%
Dec 2010 Limpopo 11 10 91%
Feb 2011 Estcourt 24 20 84%
June 2011 Northern Cape 24 20 84%
Sept 2011 JHB- Langlaagte 24 18 75%
Feb 2012 Midway KZN 12 11 92%
May 2012 Klerksdorp 16 14 88%
Aug 2012 Tshwane 25 17 68%
Nov 2012 West Rand-Krugersdorp 13 11 85%
Feb 2013 Port Shepstone 9  6  67%
May 2013 Donkerhoek 19 14 74%
Aug 2013 Western Cape 41 19 46%
Nov 2013 Marian HIll - KZN 41 29 71%
Feb 2014 Tshwane 12 4 33%
May 2014 Mpumalanga 13 12 92%
August 2014 Ekurhuleni 32 19 59%
Nov 2014 Heidelberg 10 8 80%
March 2015 Potchefstroom 30 21 70%
May 2015 Ermelo 11 7 64%
Aug 2015 Durban 14 11 79%
Nov 2015 Langlaagte 15 11 73 %
March 2016 Estcourt 10 8 80%
May 2016 Ekurhuleni 12 10 83%
Aug 2016 Brackenfell, Western Cape 13 11 85%
Nov 2016 Kimberley 10 7 70%
Mar 2017 Mokopane - Polokwane 12 8 67%
May 2017 Durban - Pinetown 6 4 66%
Aug 2017 Bloemfontein 5 4 80%
Nov 2017 North West 8 6 75%
Feb-2018 Beaufort West 5 2 40%

TOTAL 725 494 68%

Brake & Tyre Watch Training Day
Traffi  c Offi  cials are trained prior to the hands-on testing day. Training is an 
important component of the project, for it is very diffi  cult to stop a truck in a 
roadblock and ascertain whether or not the brakes and tyres are functional.

New braking systems are continually being introduced into new trucks coming 
into the market, therefore our intention is to  off er on-going training to traffi  c 
offi  cials to help them better  conduct their task out on the road. Training is 
given free of charge in the interest of road safety by our industry Partners. Each 
full day’s training session focuses on the quality of brake maintenance and 
determining braking effi  ciency, through to tyre faults and general issues. 
It also includes a practical check with a roadworthy truck and trailer.

Brake & Tyre Watch Practical Test Day Event
Our hands-on test day is held at a Vehicle Testing station in the selected 
Province. The modus operandi on the day is to randomly select 

trucks from the closest main route (N1/N3/N4) as well as urban centres and 
put them through a Brake Roller Test so as to ascertain the state of brakes and 
braking systems on each vehicle. The vehicles are also checked in the pit for 
trailer defects and other faults. In order for us to conduct the tests, we work 
closely with Provincial Traffi  c Offi  cials and the SAPS in the selected area. The 
same Traffi  c Offi  cials who received training on the previous day assist us in 
pulling the trucks off  the road and into the testing area.

The rationale behind this is that all too often accidents are blamed on two 
things - either ‘the brakes failed’ or ‘the tyre burst’. FleetWatch contends that 
brakes only fail if you fail to put your foot on the brake pedal or alternatively 
when the operator has failed to maintain the braking system. It is the latter area 
of neglect that concerns us.
It is a sad fact that many operators, due to the pressures to deliver combined 
with the current negative economic climate, are skipping their scheduled 
maintenance intervals - a worrying trend with dire consequences. In an eff ort 
to avoid an escalation of this trend, FleetWatch publishes the actual results 
of what we fi nd. Brakes, even though they are a hidden component, together 
with tyres are the most critical safety items on a vehicle and need to be 
maintained to the highest standards.
FleetWatch would like to thank each of our partners for their time, eff ort and 
dedication to this project. Your passion and commitment goes a long way 
towards making a diff erence. As we always say: ‘If it helps to save just one life, 
it will have all been worthwhile.’
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Authorised � nancial services and registered credit provider (NCRCP15). The Standard Bank of South Africa Limited (Reg. No. 1962/000738/06).
Moving Forward is a trademark of The Standard Bank of South Africa Limited. SBSA GMS-2348 04/1

standardbank.co.za/business

Long-haul or keeping it local?
You have made a million decisions to get to this point - choosing the right bank could be the most 
important one yet. Whether you want to buy or lease vehicles for your company, control your fuel 

costs or outsource your � eet maintenance, we have a solution for you. With more than 40 years of 
experience in the transport and logistics sector, we o� er � exible � eet management services and 

vehicle and asset � nancing solutions tailored to meet your business needs. 

To � nd out more about our transport solutions, visit www.standardbank.co.za/business
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Optimized running gear from BPW 
Single wheel applications

• 9 ton ECO Plus 3 axles in combination with clamped Airlight 2 suspension –

Dual wheel applications

• 10 ton ECO Plus axles in combination with new heavy duty Airlight 2 suspension –
  
• The well-known SL suspension range will be used only in combination with our 12 ton (150 square) axles

BPW Axles (Pty) Ltd    
Tel (011) 681-3300,  (011) 680-1443
E-mail: bpwsales@bpw.co.za  I  Website: www.bpw.co.za

Save up to 40kg per axle

Save up to 25kg per axle

on side tippers
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